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1
SELF-SIGNED IMPLICIT CERTIFICATES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/774,568, filed on May 5, 2010, which claims
priority from U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/213,082,
filed on May 5, 2009, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The following relates generally to the generation of certifi-
cates in cryptographic systems.

BACKGROUND

A cryptographic system is a computer system that uses
cryptography, typically to secure or authenticate data com-
munication between a pair of computing devices connected to
one another through a data communication link in the system.
Each computing device has a cryptographic unit with the
processing capacity to implement one or more cryptographic
protocols used to secure or authenticate the data communica-
tion. The cryptographic protocols typically perform arith-
metic operations on the bit strings representing parameters,
messages, or data in the protocols to produce a bit string
representing the output from the protocol.

In cryptographic systems, Certification Authorities (CAs)
are trusted 3" parties responsible for vouching for the authen-
ticity of public keys. For example, if correspondent A wishes
to distribute its public key Q , correspondent A may request
that a CA issue a certificate for public key Q. The certificate
issued by the CA comprises a data portion and a signature
portion. The data portion typically contains the identity of
correspondent A, ID ,, as well as the public key of correspon-
dent A, Q. The signature portion is created by signing the
data portion using the CA’s private key k.,. The issued
certificate therefore binds the identity information ID, of
correspondent A to its public key Q , through the signature of
the CA.

When another correspondent, say correspondent B,
receives the certificate, it can verify the signature using the
public key of the CA, Q. Successful verification confirms
that the data portion of the certificate has not been compro-
mised and that therefore correspondent B has a valid and
authentic copy of the public key Q , of correspondent A.

This type of certificate is referred to as a conventional or
“explicit” certificate since correspondent B explicitly verifies
the CA’s signature on the certificate to authenticate Q.
Assuming the CA has verified that correspondent A does
indeed possess the private key k, associated with Q, then
upon verification of the signature by correspondent B, corre-
spondent B is also assured that correspondent A must possess
the private key k , associated with Q .

In order for the scheme described above to operate
securely, correspondent B must be sure that he possesses a
valid and authentic copy of the publickey Q. , of the CA. One
way to achieve this is to have another CA in a higher security
domain issue a certificate on public key Q. For example,
upon registration with the system, correspondent B may
obtain the public key of a root CA, Q. . The root CA may
then issue a certificate for Q,, as well as for the public keys
of other CAs in the system. Correspondent B may then verify
the authenticity of Q. by using the public key Q.,, _of the
root CA to verify the signature on the certificate issued by the
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root CA for the public key Q. In this way, the root CA and

its public key Q.,, form a root of trust that sits on top of a

hierarchy of CAs signed above and chaining to the root CA.

Since Q¢ forms a root of trust, it is important that a
correspondent or entity possessing Q., can be sure that
their copy of Q. is authentic and valid. This is typically
achieved by the root CA issuing a self-signed explicit certifi-
cate for its public key Q. . The self-signed explicit certifi-
cate is generated as the output of a trusted event, typically
witnessed and recorded by company officers and external
auditors on a trusted system. The issued explicit self-signed
certificate comprises the root public key along with additional
information that is signed by the corresponding root private
key k., . This additional information typically includes
information such as the validity period of the key and/or key
use restrictions. The recipient receives the self-signed explicit
certificate, parses out the root publickey Q, ,and thenuses
the root public key Q. _ to verify the additional information
by verifying the signature.

Certain types of implicit certificates are also known in the
art as an alternative way of distributing public keys. These
implicit certificates require no explicit verification of the
CA’s signature, and therefore have the advantage that they are
smaller in size and therefore offer bandwidth savings over
conventional explicit certificates. A public key distributed via
such an implicit certificate is implicitly authenticated by suc-
cessfully using the public key in an operation that requires the
use of the corresponding private key.

A well-known implicit certificate scheme is Elliptic Curve
Qu-Vanstone (ECQV). This scheme is used to provide
implicit authentication when the certificate is used in con-
junction with an operation requiring the sender to use the
corresponding private key, such as in ECDH, ECMQV, or
ECDSA operations. A summary of ECQV is as follows.

A correspondent, A, wishing to establish a private/public
key pair (k,, Q) and distribute public key Q, via an implicit
certificate, first uses its random number generator to generate
arandom bit string to be used as an ephemeral private key d ,.
The cryptographic unit then generates a corresponding
ephemeral public key G ,=d G, where G is the base point on
the underlying elliptic curve and a generator of the subgroup
of'the elliptic curve group. Correspondent A then sends G, as
well as any identity information, to the CA. The CA receives
G, and the identity information and performs the following
steps:

. Verify the received ephemeral public key G, and identity
information. Verification can be done a number of ways.
For example, the CA may verify that G, is a proper
public key that satisfies specific criteria, such as being a
point on the underlying elliptic curve, and/or satisfies
defined statistical criteria.

2. Generate an ephemeral key pair (d, Q), where Q=dG.

3. Compute public-key reconstruction value B ~Q+G .

. Construct correspondent A certificate data I, (e.g. iden-
tity and validity information).

5. Format an implicit certificate IC , containing B, and I ,.

. Compute e=Hash(IC ).

7. Compute private key contribution data s=ed+k, (mod
n), where n is the order of base point G, and k., is the
private key of the CA.

8. Send IC and s to correspondent A.

Upon receiving IC, and s, correspondent A performs the

following steps to calculate its key pair (k,, Q,):

1. Parse out B, and 1, from IC,.

2. Verify the content of 1, according to the application
rules. For example, this may include verifying the infor-

—_
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mation is properly formatted, and/or verifying the con-
tent of I, matches the information sent by correspondent
A to the CA.

. Verify B, is a valid point on the underlying curve.

. Compute e=Hash(IC ) and verify e=0.

. Compute its private key k ,=ed ,+s (mod n).

. Compute its corresponding public key Q_ =eB ,+Q .,
where Q. is the public key of the CA.

The CA distributes the implicit certificate IC , to the other
correspondents. A particular correspondent, say correspon-
dent B, receives IC, and derives the public key Q, of corre-
spondent A as follows:

1. Parse out B, and I, from IC ;

2. Verify the content of I, according to the application
rules, and verify B, is a valid point on the underlying
curve;

3. Compute e=Hash(IC ) and verify e=0; and

4. Compute public key Q,=eB_+Q,, where Q_, is the
public key of the CA.

Correspondent B is therefore able to use the publickey Q. ,
of the CA to derive Q, from the implicit certificate IC,.
However, correspondent B has no way of knowing whether
correspondent A possesses the corresponding private key k.
Therefore, authentication of correspondent A and its public
key Q, is not complete until an operation involving both Q
and k, is successfully performed. For example, correspon-
dent A and correspondent B may subsequently engage in an
ECMQYV key agreement or ECDSA signature protocol, both
of' which require the use of Q , and k. If the key agreement or
signature operations fail, then Q, is not considered to be
authentic or valid. On the other hand, if the key agreement or
signature operations are successful, then correspondent A
must possess k,, and the authenticity and validity of Q, is
implicitly verified.

Even though the CAs in such a system issue implicit cer-
tificates as above, the root CA must still distribute its root
public key Q. in a manner that binds the identity and
validity information of Qcu,,, to the root CA. Therefore, as
described earlier, this is done by the root CA issuing a self-
signed explicit certificate that is generated as the output of a
trusted event. However, as mentioned earlier, an explicit cer-
tificate does not possess the bandwidth savings of an implicit
certificate. Moreover, the transformations necessary to gen-
erate and operate on the self-signed explicit certificate do not
complement the transformations necessary to generate and
operate on the implicit certificates.

AN W

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Representative embodiments will now be described by
way of example only with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a network of com-
puting devices organized in a hierarchical trust model;

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of one specific
example of the network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic representation of the computing
devices shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a schematic of an embodiment of a method of
generating a self-signed implicit certificate;

FIG. 5 is a schematic of an embodiment of a method of
deriving a public key from a self-signed implicit certificate;

FIG. 6 is a schematic of another embodiment of a method
of generating a self-signed implicit certificate;

FIG. 7 is a schematic of another embodiment of a method
of'deriving a public key from a self-signed implicit certificate;
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FIG. 8 is a schematic of yet another embodiment of a
method of generating a self-signed implicit certificate; and

FIG. 9 is a schematic of yet another embodiment of a
method of deriving a public key from a self-signed implicit
certificate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In general terms, the following provides methods for gen-
erating and operating upon a self-signed implicit certificate.
In one embodiment, the self-signed implicit certificate is
generated by a root CA and is operated upon using transfor-
mations of a nature similar to the transformations used in the
ECQV protocol. In this way, a root CA avoids having to
generate an explicit self-signed certificate by instead gener-
ating a self-signed implicit certificate.

Systems are also disclosed for performing the methods, as
well as a computer readable medium having stored thereon
instructions for performing the methods.

Embodiments will now be described with reference to the
figures. It will be appreciated that for simplicity and clarity of
illustration, where considered appropriate, reference numer-
als may be repeated among the figures to indicate correspond-
ing or analogous elements. In addition, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the embodiments described herein. However, it will be
understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that the
embodiments described herein may be practiced without
these specific details. In other instances, well-known meth-
ods, procedures and components have not been described in
detail so as not to obscure the embodiments described herein.
Also, the description is not to be considered as limiting the
scope of the embodiments described herein.

It will also be appreciated that that any module, compo-
nent, or device exemplified herein that executes instructions
may include or otherwise have access to computer readable
media such as storage media, computer storage media, or data
storage devices (removable and/or non-removable) such as,
for example, magnetic disks, optical disks, or tape. Computer
storage media may include volatile and non-volatile, remov-
able and non-removable media implemented in any method
or technology for storage of information, such as computer
readable instructions, data structures, program modules, or
other data. Examples of computer storage media include
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory tech-
nology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other opti-
cal storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk
storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium which can be used to store the desired information
and which can be accessed by an application, module, or both.
Any such computer storage media may be part of the device
or accessible or connectable thereto. Any application or mod-
ule herein described may be implemented using computer
readable/executable instructions that may be stored or other-
wise held by such computer readable media.

Turning therefore to FIG. 1, an embodiment of a simple
hierarchical trust model is shown. A root CA 102 is shown
having two branch CAs 104 and 106. Correspondents 108a-m
operate under CA 104 and correspondents 108z-¢ operate
under and CA 106. It will be appreciated that m and t repre-
sent arbitrary integers. Root CA 102 has long-term private/
public key pair (ko, , Qc, ), which is obtained during
generation of a self-signed implicit certificate as described in
detail below. CA 104 has long-term private/public key pair
(K> Qeqr) and CA 106 has long-term private/public key

pair (K¢ o, Qeyn)-
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FIG. 2 shows an example of one specific implementation of
the network of FIG. 1 in which correspondent 1084 is an
enterprise computer system (host system), and correspon-
dents 10856-m are mobile devices. In the specific implemen-
tation shown in FIG. 2, the host system 108a provides a host
service that offers push-based messages for mobile devices
108b6-m. The host service is capable of notifying and present-
ing data to a user in real-time at a given mobile device when
the data arrives at the host system 108a. The host system 1084
and mobile devices 1085-m exchange public keys using cer-
tificates issued by the CA 104.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 2 is one specific imple-
mentation. More generally, and returning to FIG. 1, each of
the CAs 102, 104, and 106, and correspondents 108a-¢ are
computing devices that implement a public key cryptographic
system based on the intractability of the discrete logarithm
problem in an elliptic curve group defined over a finite field,
commonly referred to as an elliptic curve cryptosystem or
ECC. As such, a private key k is used to generate a corre-
sponding public key Q by performing a k-fold group opera-
tion on a generator G of the group of order n. The elliptic
curve group is usually defined with an additive operation so
that Q=kG.

Inthe embodiment shown in FIG. 1, implicit certificates for
public keys are issued and operated on according to the
ECQV implicit certificate scheme, which itself is known in
the art and summarized earlier. For example, correspondent
108a can send a request to CA 104 to issue an implicit cer-
tificate IC, on which correspondent 108a can subsequently
operate to obtain a private/public key pair (k,, Q,) and on
which other correspondents can operate to obtain public key
Q,, as described in the ECQV protocol. Correspondent 108«
therefore sends to CA 104, along with the request, an ephem-
eral key G and its identity information. CA 104 then issues
implicit certificate 1C, according to the ECQV protocol
described earlier and sends the implicit certificate IC, and
private contribution data s to correspondent 108a. The corre-
spondent 1084 uses the private key contribution data s and the
implicit certificate IC , to compute its private key k ,. CA 104
may then send implicit certificate IC , to one or more of the
other correspondents 1085-¢. Any one of the other correspon-
dents, for example correspondent 1085, can use IC , to com-
pute Q , and therefore permit secure communication or veri-
fication of signatures.

Correspondents 108a and 1085, as well as CA 104, are
shown in greater detail in FIG. 3. Correspondents 108a and
1085 each comprise: communication ports 204 for commu-
nicating with each other over communication channel 206; a
communication port 208 for communicating with CA 104
over channels 1104 and 1105 respectively; a cryptographic
processing unit 210 for performing operations operating on
the elliptic curve group E defined over a chosen field; memory
212 for storing the results of such cryptographic operations
and for storing information received via ports 204 and 208;
and internal buses 214 for communicating information inter-
nally. Each correspondent 108a and 1085 also communicates
with other correspondents via communication ports 204, as
well as with the root CA 102 (not shown). The channels 110a,
1104, and 206 may or may not be secure. Additionally, the
cryptographic processing unit 210 may be hardware, com-
puter readable software instructions, or a combination of both
that is configured to perform cryptographic operations such
as those described in detail below.

Similarly, CA 104 comprises: communication ports 224
for communicating with each of the correspondents 108a-m
over channels 110a-m; a communication port 228 for com-
municating with root CA 102 over channel 112a, which may
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6

or may not be secure; a cryptographic processing unit 230 for
performing operations operating on the elliptic curve group E
defined over a chosen field; memory 232 for storing the
results of such cryptographic operations and for storing infor-
mation received via ports 224 and 228; and internal buses 234
for communicating information internally. As above, the
cryptographic processing unit 230 may be hardware, com-
puter readable software instructions embodied in fixed form
on a data carrier or in a memory, or a combination of both that
is configured to perform cryptographic operations such as
those described in detail below.

Although not shown in detail in the figures, the internal
structure of CA 106 and root CA 102 is similar to CA 104, and
the internal structure of correspondents 108¢-¢ is similar to
correspondents 108a and 10854.

Upon registering with the system, each correspondent
108a-t receives a self-signed implicit certificate from root CA
102, which each correspondent 108a-¢ operates on to com-
pute Qc, - The generation of this self-signed implicit cer-
tificate by the root CA 102, as well as the process by which the
self-signed implicit certificate is operated on to derive Q. _,
is explained in full detail below with reference to FIGS. 4 and
5.

The public key Qc, _ of the root CA 102 is stored in
memory 212 by each correspondent 108a-1. Q. can sub-
sequently be used by each correspondent 108a- 1o operate on
implicit certificates issued by the root CA 102 according to
the ECQV protocol and to begin a chain of trust. For example,
assume correspondent 1087 receives an implicit certificate
issued by CA 104 for the public key Q, of correspondent
108a. Correspondent 1087 does not necessarily have a copy of
the public key Q. ,, of CA 104 or does not necessarily have a
copy of Q4 that it can be sure is authentic and valid. How-
ever, root CA 102 can compute and issue an implicit certifi-
cate for public key Q.,, and send this implicit certificate to
correspondent 108z. Correspondent 1087 can then operate on
this implicit certificate using Qc, to obtain a valid and
authentic copy of Q,,, which it can then use to operate onthe
implicit certificate issued by CA 104 to obtain public key Q .
In this way, Q.  1is used to initiate a chain of trust: corre-
spondent 1087 uses its valid and authentic copy of Q.
obtain a valid and authentic copy of Q.,,, which is used to
obtain a valid and authentic copy of Q.

It is clear that correspondent 1087 must begin with a valid
and authentic copy of Q. in order for the chain of trust to
be secure. The pubhc key QC u,,,, Ol the root CA 102 is there-
fore distributed via a self- 51gned implicit certificate issued by
the root CA 102, which is the output of a trusted event.
Conveniently, though, this self-signed implicit certificate is
generated using transformations of a nature similar to the
transformations used in the ECQV protocol. The steps per-
formed by the root CA 102 to generate a self-signed implicit
certificate are described in detail below with reference to F1IG.
4.FIG. 4 can comprise a set of computer readable instructions
executed by the root CA 102.

In step 302, the cryptographic unit 230 of root CA 102 first
generates a private/public key pair (d.,, Boy). dey 18 an
ephemeral bit string representing an integer, typically gener-
ated using a random number generating module within cryp-
tographic unit 230, and B, a public-key reconstruction
value, is calculated by unit 230 by performing a d.,-fold
operation on a bit string representing the generator G to obtain
B.,=d-,G. B, is itself a public key. It is utilized in gener-
ating the self-signed implicit certificate and computing the
public key Q. The values B, and d, are temporarily
stored, for exanﬁ;le, in memory 232.
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In step 304, root CA 102 next obtains or creates certificate
data I, for its self-signed certificate. The certificate data I,
includes information specific to the certificate. For example,
the certificate information can include information such as:
identification information, the validity period of the certifi-
cate, and/or the intended use of the public key.

Next, in step 306, root CA 102 operates on B, and I, to
generate a self-signed implicit certificate IC., . This may be
as simple as concatenating data values B, Amoand Iey .2,
ICcy, =Beullles. 1t will be appreciated that a compressed or
encoded version of B, can be used in place of B, as long
as B, can be derived by arecipient of the self-signed implicit
certificate from the compressed or encoded version of B,.
For example, the certificate may include a compressed or
encoded octet string derived from B, for example, perhaps
the x-coordinate of B, along with a single bit representing
the y-coordinate of B ,.

In step 308, cryptographic unit 230 of root CA 102 then
calculates intermediate integer value e=Hash(IC,, ), where
Hash( ) is a hash function. It is contemplated the e could
instead be a truncated version of Hash(IC, ). The interme-
diate value e is stored temporarily, for example, in memory
232.

Finally, in step 310, cryptographic unit 230 uses integers
d, and e to compute its private key k. Ay _according to the
formula k., =ed., (mod n), where n is {"the order of base
point G.

As will be shown in FIG. 5, the public key Q. corre-
sponding to private key k¢,  is computable by a’f{y party
having the implicit certificate 1 ICC .,

Root CA 102 then sends its self- s1gned implicit certificate
IC¢, , to each correspondent, including to correspondent
108z

Upon receiving self-signed implicit certificate IC., _, cor-
respondent 1087 performs the following steps described
below with reference to FIG. 5 to obtain Q. . As will be
seen, conveniently, the steps performed by correspondent
108 involve transformations of a nature similar to the trans-
formations used in the ECQV protocol. FIG. 5 can comprise
a set of computer readable instructions executed by the cor-
respondent 108z.

In step 402, the cryptographic unit 210 of correspondent
108: operates on IC., to obtain values B, and I..,. For
example, if the self- s1gned implicit certificate is of the form
ICcey, 7Beallley, the cryptographic unit 210 simply parses
out the values B, and I.,. If the self-signed implicit certifi-
cate includes a compressed or encoded version of B, the
cryptographic unit 210 operates on this compressed or
encoded version of B, to obtain B,

In step 404, correspondent 1087 then verifies the contents
ofl., according to application rules. For example, correspon-
dent 1087 may verify the identity and validity period. In some
embodiments, the correspondent 1087 also verifies that B, is
a valid point on the underlying curve.

Next, in step 406, cryptographic unit 210 of correspondent
108: then calculates intermediate value e=Hash(IC., ).
verifies e=0, and stores e temporarily, for example, in mem&y
212. As explained earlier, it is contemplated the e could
instead be a truncated version of Hash(IC, ).

Finally, in step 408, cryptographic unit 210 uses e and B,
to compute public key Q. corresponding to private key
ke, according to the formula Qcu,, ~Bcy

Thus by performing steps 402 to 408 correspondent 108¢
obtains the public key Q., _ofroot CA 102 by operating on
self-signed implicit certificate ICcy, - The self-signed
implicit certificate IC., _bindsthe identification and validity
information of root CA 102 to Qcuy,,, through I, Asis clear
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from FIG. 5, correspondent 1087 can operate on IC,
without using another public key to compute Q. -

Upon the completion of step 408, correspondento 108: may
thenuse Q.  obtained via FIG. 5 to initiate a chain of trust.
For example, “the root CA 102 may use its private key kC a,,
which was obtained by the method shown in FIG. 4, to isste
an implicit certificate IC,, for the public key Q,, of CA
104 according to the ECQV protocol Correspondent 1087
may then operate on IC_,, using Q., and the ECQV pro-
tocol to obtain a valid and authentic copy of Q.- The public
key Q.,; of CA 104 may then be used by correspondent 108¢
to operate on implicit certificates issued by CA 104.

As discussed above, the transformations shown in FIGS. 4
and 5 are of a nature similar to the transformations used in the
ECQV protocol. This is particularly convenient when imple-
menting self-signed implicit certificates in existing ECQV
schemes. Whilst not necessary, by using transformations of a
nature similar to the transformations used in the ECQV pro-
tocol, the self-signed implicit signature scheme is more sim-
ply and efficiently implemented in existing ECQV schemes.
Additionally, the issuance of a self-signed implicit certificate
by the root CA offers bandwidth savings over issuing self-
signed explicit certificates.

In an alternative embodiment, it is contemplated that the
self-signed implicit signature scheme described in FIGS. 4
and 5 may also be used to implement short-lived root certifi-
cates without the need to re-issue full certificates. In such an
embodiment, in step 304 of FIG. 4, when the root CA 102
creates its certificate data I, the root CA 102 also formats
into I, time-sensitive information, such as the current date.
On a daily basis, this value is updated and cryptographic unit
230 of root CA 102 repeats steps 308 to 312 to yield updated
privatekey k., .Similarly, correspondent 108 also updates
the I, field of ICCA on a daily basis and repeats steps 406
and 408 of FIG. 4 t0 y1eld updated public key Q. . This
ensures keysk, andQc, remain fresh.

In a further embodiment, it is contemplated that the root
CA 102 runs multiple security domains using a single long-
term private key ro, ,wherer, isusedinplace ofdc,in
step 302 of the self sign transformation of FIG. 4. For
example, assume root CA 102 wishes to establish two secu-
rity domains, one for correspondents 108a-m and one for
correspondents 1087-7. Root CA 102 can issue two different
public keys Q' _and Q. one for each domain, simply
by repeating the srtoeps of FIG. 4 with two different certificate
data values I, and I~ ,,. Root CA 102 first uses d -, =,
and I, to generate a self-signed implicit certificate IC* . u,
as described in FIG. 4, and this self-signed implicit certificate
Ict,. ., issentto correspondents 108a-m to be operated on to
obtain Q ca,, - Root CA102 thenuses d¢,=rc, and I, to
generate a “self- signed implicit certificate "fc? ca,,, @5
described in FIG. 4 and sends IC? 4, Lo correspondents
108#-¢ to be operated on to obtain Q7. .

In the embodiments described with reference to FIGS. 4
and 5, the private key k., _of the root CA 102 is an integer
calculated as ko, =edq, (mod n), and the corresponding
public key Q. Ot root CA 102 is an element of the group
calculated as QC i, ~€Bcy More generally, it is contem-
plated that instead The private key k., _can be an integer
calculated as k., =ed.,+r (mod n) and the correspond1ng
public key can be Calculated as Qe ~eBe+G, whereris
an integer parameter, possibly privateoto the root CA 102, and
rG is a public or publicly computable value. For example, r
canbe 0, 1, ord,. If =0, the private/public key pair (k¢ _,
Qcu,,) is of the form shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. If r=1, then

"Zed,+1 (mod n) and Qc, =eB.,+G. And if r=d,,

kCA
thenk., =edc,+dc, (modn)and Qc, =eBo,+Bcy.

itself

root
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The embodiments described above can be considered spe-
cial cases of a more general protocol that advantageously
follows many of the transformations used in the ECQV pro-
tocol. This general protocol is described with reference to
FIGS. 6 and 7.

Assume root CA 102 wishes to establish a private/public
pair (kg , Qcy, ) andissue a self-signed implicit certificate
ICey,, for its pubhc key Q. - The root CA 102 therefore
performs the steps described in ' detail below with reference to
FIG. 6. FIG. 6 can comprise a set of computer readable
instructions executed by the root CA 102.

In step 502, the cryptographic unit 230 of root CA 102 first
generates a private/public key pair (d.,, Boy). doy is an
ephemeral bit string representing an integer, typically gener-
ated using a random number generating module within cryp-
tographic unit 230, and B_,, a public-key reconstruction
value, is calculated by unit 230 as B ,=d,G.

In step 504, root CA 102 next obtains or creates certificate
data I, for its self-signed certificate. The certificate data I -,
includes information specific to the certificate. For example,
the certificate information can include information such as:
identification information, the validity period of the certifi-
cate, and/or the intended use of the public key.

Next, in step 506, root CA 102 operates on B, and I, to
generate a self-signed implicit certificate IC., . This may be
as simple as concatenating data values B Amoand 1o, e.g.,
ICey, =Beallley. 1t will be appreciated that a compressed or
encoded version of B, can be used in place of B, as long
as B, can be derived by arecipient of the self-signed implicit
certificate from the compressed or encoded version of B.,.

In step 508, cryptographic unit 230 of root CA 102 then
calculates intermediate integer value e=Hash(IC_,, ), where
Hash( ) is a hash function. It is contemplated the e could
instead be a truncated version of Hash(IC .,

Next, in step 510, cryptographic unit 230 égmputes private
key contribution data s as s=ad_ +r (mod n), where o is a
publicly computable integer, and r is an integer parameter,
possibly private to the root CA 102.

Finally, in step 512, cryptographic unit 230 compute its
privatekey k., _using ephemeral public key d., and private
key contribution data s according to the formula
ke, =edc,+s (mod n), where n is the order of base point G.

A ocorrespondent in the cryptographic system, say corre-
spondent 1087, can operate upon the self-signed implicit cer-
tificate 1C, to obtain Q, by performing the steps
described below with reference to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 can com-
prise a set of computer readable instructions executed by the
correspondent 108z.

In step 602, the cryptographic unit 210 of correspondent
1087 operates on IC., to obtain values B, and I,. For
example, if the self-sigﬁed implicit certificate is of the form
ICey, “Beallley, the cryptographic unit 210 simply parses
out the values Boyand I.,.

In step 604, correspondent 1087 then verifies the contents
of I, according to application rules.

Next, in step 606, cryptographic unit 210 of correspondent
108! then calculates intermediate value e=Hash(IC, ). As
explained earlier, it is contemplated the e could instead be a
truncated version of Hash(IC,

Finally, in step 608, cryptographlc unit 210 obtains o and
rG, and uses these values along with e and B, to compute
publickey Q. corresponding to private key k., accord-
ing to the formufa Qcu,, “(e+a)B o +1G. -

Thus, by perfonningmgteps 602 to 608, correspondent 108¢
obtains the public key Q., _ofroot CA 102 by operating on
self-signed implicit certificate ICey,,
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It will be observed that the protocol described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 6 and 7 reduces to the protocol described with
reference to FIGS. 4 and 5 when a=r=0. However, in general,
other agreed-upon integer values of a and r can utilized to
obtain other values for key pair (k, ,Qc, ) Forexample,
ifa=e and r=0, thenk ., =2ed., and QCA 2eB,.

Although the invention has been described with reference
to certain specific embodiments, various modifications
thereof will be apparent to those skilled in the art without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as out-
lined in the claims appended hereto.

For example, it will be appreciated that the self-signed
implicit certificate schemes described above can be imple-
mented in any trust model or topology, not just hierarchical
trust models such as that shown in FIG. 1. Generally, in any
trust model or topology in which a particular CA needs to
issue a root public key or a public key having an equivalent
purpose, the above-described method may be used.

More generally, it will be appreciated that the self-signed
implicit certificates described above are not limited to self-
signed implicit certificates issued by Certification Authorities
per se. Instead, self-signed implicit certificate generation can
be implemented in any computing device wishing to issue a
self-signed public key bound to associated information or
data. The associated information will most likely be, but is not
limited to, information relating to the identity and/or validity
of'the public key. For example, in Pretty Good Privacy (PGP)
systems, a correspondent may issue a self-signed implicit
certificate for its public key. This correspondent is not Certi-
fication Authority per se, but is rather a correspondent wish-
ing to distribute its public key using a self-signing technique.

Therefore, it will be appreciated that any of the methods
described above with reference to FIGS. 4 to 7 can be imple-
mented by a computing device in the cryptographic commu-
nication system. Instead of generating “certificate data”, data
I relating to the public key is generated. This data I is com-
bined with the public-key reconstruction value B to obtain a
self-signed implicit certificate IC, which can be operated
upon directly to obtain the public key Q of the computing
device. Therefore, as used herein, the term “certificate”, such
as in “implicit certificate”, is not limited to that which is
issued by a Certification Authority, but generally extends to a
public key bound to particular data, such as the identity of the
owner of the public key, issued by a computing device in a
cryptographic system.

It will also be appreciated that the techniques described
above are not limited to elliptic curve systems, but may be
extended to non-elliptic curve discrete logarithmic systems
(e.g. systems based on an underlying multiplicative group)
using straight-forward modifications apparent to a person
skilled in the art having the benefit of the present disclosure.

Therefore, in view of the above embodiments, FIG. 8 dis-
closes generally a method of generating a private key and
establishing a self-signed implicit certificate that can be oper-
ated on to obtain a corresponding public key. The method is
performed by a computing device in the cryptographic system
and includes the following steps. In step 702, the computing
device generates an ephemeral private key and a correspond-
ing public-key reconstruction value. Then, in step 704, the
computing device obtains data associated with the public key.
Next, in step 706, the computing device operates on the
public-key reconstruction value and the certificate data to
obtain the self-signed certificate. Finally, in step 708, the
computing device operates on the ephemeral private key and
the self-signed implicit certificate in its cryptographic unit to
obtain the private key.
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The computing device in FIG. 8 is the issuer of the self-
signed implicit certificate. This issued self-signed implicit
certificate can subsequently be operated on by another com-
puting device in the cryptographic system to obtain the public
key corresponding to the private key. This is shown in FIG. 9.
First, in step 802, the another computing device operates on
the self-signed implicit certificate to obtain the public-key
reconstruction value. Then, in step 804, the another comput-
ing device operates on the self-signed implicit certificate and
the public-key reconstruction value in its cryptographic unit
to obtain the public key.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of generating a first and a second private key
and establishing a first and a second self-signed implicit cer-
tificate that can be operated on to obtain a first and a second
corresponding public key, said method being performed by a
computing device in a cryptographic system based on an
underlying group of order n, said computing device having a
cryptographic unit, said method comprising:

said computing device obtaining a long-term private key

and a corresponding public-key reconstruction value;
said computing device obtaining a first and a second data;
said computing device operating on said public-key recon-
struction value and said first data to obtain said first
self-signed implicit certificate;
said computing device operating on said public-key recon-
struction value and said second data to obtain said sec-
ond self-signed implicit certificate;

said computing device operating on said long-term private

key and said first self-signed implicit certificate to obtain
said first private key; and

said computing device operating on said long-term private

key and said second self-signed implicit certificate to
obtain said second private key.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said computing device
is a certification authority device that issues certificates in
said cryptographic system, said first and said second data are
first and second certificate data, said first and said second
private key are respectively a first and a second root private
key, and said first and said second public key are respectively
a first and a second root public key.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said operating on said
public-key reconstruction value and said first certificate data
to obtain said first self-signed implicit certificate comprises
concatenating information derived from said public-key
reconstruction value with said first certificate data.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said information derived
from said public-key reconstruction value is a compressed
version of said public-key reconstruction value.

5. The method of claim 2, wherein said first root private key
is an integer of form k¢, =erc,+r (mod n), and wherein rc,
is said long-term privatemlo(ey, e is an integer derived using a
hash of said self-signed implicit certificate, and r is an integer.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein said integer r is either O,
1, orrqy,.

7. The method of claim 2 wherein said first certificate data
includes validity information corresponding to said first self-
signed implicit certificate.

8. The method of claim 2 further comprising said certifi-
cation authority device incorporating time-sensitive informa-
tion into said first certificate data, and said certification
authority device updating said first self-signed implicit cer-
tificate on a periodic basis according to said time-sensitive
information.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein said first public key
corresponds to a first security domain and said second public
key corresponds to a second security domain.
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10. A device for generating a first and a second private key
and establishing a first and a second self-signed implicit cer-
tificate that can be operated on to obtain a first and a second
corresponding public key, said device comprising a processor
coupled to memory, said processor configured to:

obtain a long-term private key and a corresponding public-

key reconstruction value;

obtain a first and a second data;

operate on said public-key reconstruction value and said

first data to obtain said first self-signed implicit certifi-
cate;

operate on said public-key reconstruction value and said

second data to obtain said second self-signed implicit
certificate;

operate on said long-term private key and said first self-

signed implicit certificate to obtain said first private key;
and

operate on said long-term private key and said second

self-signed implicit certificate to obtain said second pri-
vate key.

11. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
10 for use in a certification authority device that issues cer-
tificates in a cryptographic system, said first and said second
data are first and second certificate data, said first and said
second private key are respectively a first and a second root
private key, and said first and said second public key are
respectively a first and a second root public key.

12. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
11, wherein said operating on said public-key reconstruction
value and said first certificate data to obtain said first self-
signed implicit certificate comprises concatenating informa-
tion derived from said public-key reconstruction value with
said first certificate data.

13. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
12, wherein said information derived from said public-key
reconstruction value is a compressed version of said public-
key reconstruction value.

14. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
11, wherein said first root private key is an integer of form
key, Zerc +r (mod n), and wherein re, is said long-term
privreolote key, e is an integer derived using a hash of said self-
signed implicit certificate, and r is an integer.

15. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein said integer r is either 0, 1, orr,.

16. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
11, wherein said first certificate data includes validity infor-
mation corresponding to said first self-signed implicit certifi-
cate.

17. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
11, further comprising said certification authority device
incorporating time-sensitive information into said first cer-
tificate data, and said certification authority device updating
said first self-signed implicit certificate on a periodic basis
according to said time-sensitive information.

18. A non-transitory computer readable medium for gen-
erating a first and a second private key and establishing a first
and a second self-signed implicit certificate that can be oper-
ated on to obtain a first and a second corresponding public
key, said non-transitory computer readable medium having
stored thereon computer readable instructions for:

obtaining a long-term private key and a corresponding

public-key reconstruction value;

obtaining a first and a second data;

operating on said public-key reconstruction value and said

first data to obtain said first self-signed implicit certifi-
cate;
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operating on said public-key reconstruction value and said
second data to obtain said second self-signed implicit
certificate;

operating on said long-term private key and said first self-

signed implicit certificate to obtain said first private key;
and

operating on said long-term private key and said second

self-signed implicit certificate to obtain said second pri-
vate key.

19. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
18, wherein said first public key corresponds to a first security
domain and said second public key corresponds to a second
security domain.
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